
Title: The Mercy of the Messiah 

Passage: Mark 6:53-56 

 

Context of Passage: 

Gospel of Mark - Focus: Jesus is king.   

 Shown over creation 

 Shown in feeding 5,000 

 Shown in walking on water, calming the storm 

Miracle of Feeding 5,000 

 Immediately, Jesus sent the disciples out to water 

 Why?  He didn’t want them to be influenced by the common narrative of wanting a king who provides their 

earthly desires for a new earthly king. 

 After seeing Jesus walk on water, calm the storm, then the disciples realized Jesus’ deity. 

Matthew 14:32-33 

And when they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the 

Son of God.” 

 

Passage: Mark 6:53-56 

When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and moored to the shore. And when they got out of 

the boat, the people immediately recognized him and ran about the whole region and began to bring the sick 

people on their beds to wherever they heard he was. And wherever he came, in villages, cities, or countryside, they 

laid the sick in the marketplaces and implored him that they might touch even the fringe of his garment. And as 

many as touched it were made well. 

 

Overview 

Movement of Jesus  

Multitudes of people 

Mercy of Messiah by miracles done 

 

I. Movement of Jesus (v.53-54) 

Mark 6:53-54 

When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and moored to the shore. And when they got out of 

the boat, the people immediately recognized him 

 

Jesus ministry/mission 

 once became of age as a rabbi, Jesus was active in His public ministry and kept moving.   

 Jesus was on the move, always ministering to the people and teaching 

Mark 1:14, 21, 38-39 



Mark 2:1, 13, 23 

Mark 3:1 

Mark 4:1 

Mark 5:1, 31 

Mark 6:1, 6 

 Jesus ordains not only the ends but also the means (while He knew heart conditions and who may be 

responsive/not hardened, Jesus still worked hard to spread the Gospel) 

Application 

 our lives need to keep pace with Jesus 

 If Jesus had a sense of urgency to preach and teach the gospel, we should follow as well. 

 Also see Acts 

 Questions: 

o Are you on fire for God’s kingdom?   

o Do you realize you have the words of life (Gospel of Jesus Christ) and you are called to give the world 

the message? 

Romans 10:14-15 

How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they 

have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? And how are they to preach unless they 

are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!” 

 

Poem - C.T. Studd ("Only One Life") - see further below 

 

II. Multitudes of people 

Mark 6:54-56 

And when they got out of the boat, the people immediately recognized him and ran about the whole region and 

began to bring the sick people on their beds to wherever they heard he was. And wherever he came, in villages, 

cities, or countryside, they laid the sick in the marketplaces and implored him that they might touch even the fringe 

of his garment. And as many as touched it were made well. 

 people were on the move and were following Jesus 

 People touching Jesus in belief of His power and relief of their hurt 

 Be reminded the world is filled with brokenness and hurt/suffering. 

Romans 8:22 

For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now. 

 

Application 

Turn to Jesus.  Why? 

 He understands. 

 He is all powerful.  He can give hope, eternal perspective. 



Bring others to Jesus.  Why? 

 He is able.  He can heal. 

 He can give them eternal life 

 

III. Mercy of Messiah by miracles done 

Mark 6:56 

And wherever he came, in villages, cities, or countryside, they laid the sick in the marketplaces and implored him that 

they might touch even the fringe of his garment. And as many as touched it were made well. 

 

Jesus mercy 

Mark 2 (crippled man) 

Mark 3 (withered hand) 

Mark 5 (woman, dead daughter) 

 Jesus is a merciful king who continually extended mercy. 

Application 

Turn to Jesus.  Why? 

 He is available.  He is accessible to anyone who prays/turns to Him. 

 He is able and willing to heal.  There is no situation He cannot change. 

What is our focus and desire of Jesus  

 Is it only for temporal needs to make life easier or is there a deeper desire for spiritual relationship with God 

and eternal life? 

2 Corinthians 4:16-18 

So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day by day. For this 

light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, as we look not to 

the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the things 

that are unseen are eternal. 

 

What does it mean to live for Jesus? 

Romans 8:28 

And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to 

his purpose. 

 

Does the Gospel change the way you live? 

 Love Jesus only to degree He provides for you? 

 Love Jesus for who He is?  Be holy or be comfortable? 

Who is Jesus for you? 

 Messiah from Whom you have received mercy and grace and eternal life/security. 

Colossians 3:2 



Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. 

 

Only One Life - By C.T. Studd 

Two little lines I heard one day, 

Traveling along life’s busy way; 

Bringing conviction to my heart, 

And from my mind would not depart; 

Only one life, ’twill soon be past,  

Only what’s done for Christ will last. 

  

Only one life, yes only one, 

Soon will its fleeting hours be done; 

Then, in ‘that day’ my Lord to meet, 

And stand before His Judgement seat; 

Only one life,’twill soon be past, 

Only what’s done for Christ will last. 

  

Only one life, the still small voice, 

Gently pleads for a better choice 

Bidding me selfish aims to leave, 

And to God’s holy will to cleave; 

Only one life, ’twill soon be past, 

Only what’s done for Christ will last. 

  

Only one life, a few brief years, 

Each with its burdens, hopes, and fears;  

Each with its clays I must fulfill, 

living for self or in His will; 

Only one life, ’twill soon be past, 

Only what’s done for Christ will last. 

  

When this bright world would tempt me sore, 

When Satan would a victory score; 

When self would seek to have its way, 

Then help me Lord with joy to say; 

Only one life, ’twill soon be past, 

Only what’s done for Christ will last. 

  



Give me Father, a purpose deep, 

In joy or sorrow Thy word to keep; 

Faithful and true what e’er the strife, 

Pleasing Thee in my daily life; 

Only one life, ’twill soon be past, 

Only what’s done for Christ will last. 

  

Oh let my love with fervor burn, 

And from the world now let me turn; 

Living for Thee, and Thee alone, 

Bringing Thee pleasure on Thy throne; 

Only one life, ’twill soon be past, 

Only what’s done for Christ will last. 

  

Only one life, yes only one, 

Now let me say,”Thy will be done”; 

And when at last I’ll hear the call, 

I know I’ll say “twas worth it all”; 

Only one life,’twill soon be past, 

Only what’s done for Christ will last. 
 


